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Note

By way of comparison, consider the latest concerns
surrounding the demographics of our great
neighbour China. China is still the most populous
country in the world, and, moreover, has had the
worst skewed sex ratios the world has ever seen. This
has been laid at the door of its heavily administered
one child policy, which resulted in practices such as
sex selection to ensure that the only child was a boy.
Interestingly, current demographic concerns being
voiced are primarily focusing on the very
consequences of a one child policy per se. China is
now beginning to be an aging population, with too
few people in the working age to support too large a
proportion of older people. News reports have
referred to a 20 year old special experiment in rural
Shanxi province where families were actively
encouraged to have more than one child. But,
according to this report, especially given the level of
earnings of a working class family, very few of them
were interested in a second child, and fertility
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patterns in that region have shown little difference
from the rest of the country! While the consequences
of the skewed sex ratio are also briefly discussed, it
is this willed desire for just one child that is now seen
to threaten China's future development (Deccan
Herald 2011).
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